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A Juvenile is Detained by Law 
Enforcement at the Scene… 

A Juvenile Arrives at a Jail or 
Lockup for Adults… 

If the juvenile is released at the scene or transported to a 
location other than a jail or lockup for adults:  

• The juvenile is not “Detained or Confined”
within the meaning of the JJDP Act

• No entry is needed on the facility’s Juvenile Log

If the juvenile is released in the parking lot of a jail or lockup 
for adults (excluding those with secure perimeters) without 
entering the facility:   

• The juvenile is not “Detained or Confined”
within the meaning of the JJDP Act

• No entry is needed on the facility’s Juvenile Log

If the juvenile enters the Non-Secure portion of a jail or 
lockup for adults for safekeeping pending reunification
with a parent/guardian or pending transfer to the 
custody of a child welfare or social service agency:  

• The juvenile is not “Detained or Confined” within
the meaning of the JJDP Act

• Entry on the facility’s Juvenile Log is allowed but not
required

Tool For Determining when Juveniles are  

“Detained or Confined” in Law Enforcement Facilities

Per OJJDP, “Detained or Confined” is generally defined as "not being free to leave." 

This includes youth placed into a cell,  placed into a room that is locked or lockable in a way that prevents free egress, 
secured to an immovable object (cuffing ring, rail, bench, etc.), or placed into a room with an immovable cuffing object. 

Youth held for their own safety in Non-Secure areas of jails or lockups, and pending reunification with a parent or 
guardian or pending transfer to a child welfare or social service agency, are NOT considered “Detained or Confined” 
within the meaning of the JJDP Act. 

If the juvenile is: 1) held in a cell; 2) held in a locked 
room; 3) held in a LOCKABLE room such that free 
egress can be prevented; 4) held in a room with a 
stationary cuffing device; 5) secured to a stationary 
cuffing device;  6) held within a secure perimeter:

• The juvenile IS considered “Detained or Confined”

• The six (6) hour time limit for alleged delinquents
begins upon entering the facility

• Status Offenders detained or confined in these
locations may result in violations

• Entry REQUIRED on the facility’s Juvenile Log

A Juvenile Enters a Jail or 
Lockup for Adults… 




