* Keep careful records of all your donations so you can
identify fraudulent scams that claim you made a pledge
you don’t remember making.

* Ask for the charity’s tax-exempt letter indicating its IRS
status. You can’t claim a tax-deductible donation if the
charity does not have one.

* Never give cash. Make your contribution in the form of
a check payable to the full name of the charity.

« Give out your credit card number only if you are certain
that you are dealing with a legitimate charity; then
make sure that the numbers will be encrypted.

» Don’t give out your Social Security number. A charity
does not need it in order for you to claim a tax
deduction.

How To Report Charity Fraud

It is a federal felony for anyone to engage in mail fraud,
wire fraud, or credit-card fraud. Charity-related fraud
should be reported to the following authorities:

* Local law enforcement agency

* Local postmaster if fraudulent solicitations or invoices
arrive by mail

« State Attorney General’s office: www.naag.org
« State charity office: www.nasconet.org

* Federal Trade Commission, online complaint
form: www.ftc.gov

* Local Better Business Bureau, online complaint
form: www.bbb.org

» BBB Wise Giving Alliance, online complaint
form: www.give.org

* The Internet Crime Complaint Center, online
complaint form: www.ic3.gov

» The National Fraud Information Center, online
complaint form: www.fraud.org

NCP

Crime Prevention Tips From

NATIONAL CRIME PREVENTION COUNCIL
1000 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Thirteenth Floor
Washington, DC 20036-5325
202-466-6272
www.ncpc.org

and

Missouri Crime Prevention
Information Center
Department of Public Safety
301 W. High Street, Room 870
P.O. Box 749
Jefferson City, MO 65102

(573) 751-4905

Bureau of Justice Assistance
Office of Justice Programs ® U.S. Department of Justice

The National Citizens’ Crime Prevention Campaign, sponsored by the Crime
Prevention Coalition of America, is substantially funded by the Bureau of Justice
Assistance, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice.
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